
 



Publishing in Journals 



Publish or Perish 



Publishing 

 Publishing research results is an integral 

part of a researcher’s professional life. 

 Without Publication, Science is 

Dead. 
Gerald Piel 
Co-founder of the modern incarnation of 

Scientific American magazine 



Publishing 

Dissemination of research result 
is just as important as the 

research activity itself. This 
will ensure the use of research 

results is maximized. 
 

Ming Tham 



Publications 

The number and quality of the 
publications is an important, 
possibly the most important 

factor deciding the career of a 
scientist, practically a matter 

of life and death. 



Habit of Writing 

 Talking about writing isn’t writing. Thinking 
about writing isn’t writing. Dreaming or 
fantasizing isn’t writing. Neither are outlining, 
researching, or making notes. All these may 
be a part of the whole milieu of the writing life 
and necessary to getting a project 
completed, but only writing is writing. 

 “You can’t sit around thinking,” said fiction 
writer David Long. “You must sit around 
writing.” 

 



Agenda 

 Types of Publication 

 Why we publish? 

 High Impact journals 

 Advice to get published 

 



Types of Publication 

  Conference proceedings 

  International 

  National 

 



Journals 

 Indexed 

  EconLit, Cabell, Academic Research, Business 

Index, Business Source  

  Applied Mechanics Reviews, Current  

Contents/Engineering, Computing & 

Technology, El Compendex Plus, Engineering 

Index, Environmental Abstracts, FLUIDEX  

 Non-Indexed 

  Trade Journals example: MMR 

 

 





Citation Indexed 

  SCOPUS  

 

  ISI (Institute for Scientific Information) 

  Impact Factor  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute_for_Scientific_Information


SCOPUS - Elsevier 





E-mail Alerts 



E-mail 



Journal Target 



Journals 



Impact Factor Journals 



Impact Factor Journals 
How do we Identify them? 

 ISI Thomson 

 What is the Impact Factor? 

  Journal website 

  Thomson ISI 















 







 



 



Why publish in ISI? 

 ISI (Institute for Scientific Information) is generally considered the 

top arbiter of the quality of learned journals. 

 Academics all over the world find it prestigious to have their 

articles published in the journals included in the master journal list 

of the ISI Web of Knowledge. 

 International survey of universities such as THES have taken ISI 

data as crucial determinants of the quality of faculty and research. 

In order to be ranked internationally, universities urge their 

researchers to publish in ISI journals and have their work cited by 

scholars writing in ISI journals. 

 Intellectually and financially, therefore ISI wields tremendous 

power over faculty, administrators, publishers and funding 

agencies. 

 

 



Harzing Publish or Perish 



http://www.harzing.com/resume.htm




Google Scholar 





 



 



 



The Dark Side of Publishing 

Predatory Open 

Access Journals 





 



Fake Journals 



Problematic Impact Factors 





 



Types of Publication 

 Books 

 Chapters in a Book 

 Book Reviews 

 Interviews 

 



Why Do We Publish? 



Why Do We Publish? 

 The fun of discovery 

 Advancing theory and practice in our field 

 Creating worldwide professional (and 
personal) networks 

 Enhancing personal reputation 

 Enhancing institutional reputation and 
funding 

 Enhancing the field’s reputation 











Why Do We Publish? 

 Knowledge sharing 

 Building personal relationships and 
professional teams in co-authorships 

 Obligation of professionals in higher 
education 

 Promotion, tenure, and pay increments 
(where merit pay or bonuses are offered) 

 Pride in accomplishments 





Why Do We Publish? 

 Opportunity to travel 

 Opportunity to fund conference attendance 

 Enhance personal development 

 Enhance opportunity to author a book 

 Enhance opportunities to edit or become an 

editorial board member of a journal and 

impact the field 





Publishing Strategies 



Advice to Get Published 

• Start with a conference paper, but don’t stop there. 

If it was good enough to be accepted as a refereed 

conference paper, it’s good enough to be 

published somewhere.  

• Listen to the feedback provided by the conference 

referees and adjust your paper accordingly. Seek 

out people you trust at the conference and ask 

them for more feedback.  



Conference 



Advice to Get Published 

 Don’t be discouraged. A paper 
often requires 3-4 revisions 
before it is finally accepted. 
Especially in SSCI, SCI and 
other quality journals, you will 
probably be rejected the first 
time around.  

 Pay attention to all of the 
feedback you get and modify 
accordingly, and revise, 
resubmit, revise, resubmit, 
revise, resubmit. 



 





BIT - Review 

 As one reviewer said "In a world where I could 

devote all of my time to helping 

colleagues produce better papers, I think 

this would be one that we could shepherd 

along”.  I think that the enjoyment concept and its 

relation to ease of use are promising topics.  But I 

am afraid, this is not that world, and the 

authors have not done enough to connect this 

research to the HCI field."  



Advice to Get 
Published 

 Whenever you produce a paper--

for a course, as a masters or 

doctoral thesis, for a company, or 

when a student submits the 

same to you  consider it as a 

potential publication.  

 

 Consider co-authoring it with a 

colleague or a student  but be 

cautious about correctly 

providing author attribution. 



Advice to Get Published 

 When you attend a  

conference, do you hear  

a paper that you particularly 

like? (If not, you are  

attending the wrong  

conference!)  

 Talk to the author of the paper after the 

presentation and explore ways in which you 

can work together in doing joint research. 



Advice to Get  
Published 

 Ask someone to work with you--co-authoring 

with a respected name in your field can 

enhance your possibilities for publication. They 

might say no, but they might say yes, too!  

 

 Think of people from other countries who might 

add an interesting cultural component. The 

order of authorship, however, should reflect 

the relative amount of work that each party has 

contributed. 

 







Advice to Get  
Published 

 Who is writing in areas of interest? Write to 

them (e-mail) and explore their interest in 

working with you.  

 

 You might even volunteer to do a draft of 

an article for them to critique and add to, or 

you might volunteer to do some data 

collection, especially in a cross-cultural 

study context 





Advice to Get Published 

 Explore grant opportunities. 

Even development grants 

(which seem to be more 

available than research grants) 

can lead to publication.  
 

 Consider colleagues at other 

universities in your country or in 

other departments in your 

university. With whom do you 

have shared interests? Write 

with them. 



Advice to Get 
Published 

 Practitioners almost always 

have interesting stories to 

tell, but they don’t know 

how to write them up and 

often have no incentive to 

do so.  

 Attend practitioner 

conferences and offer to 

work with practitioners to 

write case study articles. 



Advice to Get 
Published 

 Frequently, there will 

be CFPs (Calls for 

Papers) for a journal 

that is publishing a 

special topics issue 

that might be in your 

area of interest or 

expertise. 





Special Issue 



Advice to Get Published 

 When you receive feedback 
from editors, in addition to 
modifying your manuscript, 
provide a two-column table -
with the reviewers’ comments 
in the first column, and your 
response in the second 
column.  

 You do not have to accept all of 
the suggestions—but you do 
have to provide your argument 
when you disagree. 



Advice to Get Published 

 Read your professional 
literature—faithfully.  

 Every journal article 
provides suggestions 
for future research. 
Reading the literature 
also makes it easier 
when it comes to 
providing your 
theoretical framework 
and your review of the 
literature. 



Advice to Get Published 

 Determine your most productive work time and focus 

on your writing during that time. 

 Set aside time every day to do nothing but write. It 

can be a short time interval, but do it consistently. You 

will be surprised at how much writing you can 

accomplish in this time. 



Advice to Get Published 

 Consider all of the 
possibilities for publication 
from your research 

 a theory paper 

 an integrated literature 
review 

 a qualitative empirical 
article 

 and a quantitative 
empirical article. 



Advice to Get Published 

 Always review and follow the journal’s 
guidelines exactly. These are almost 
always on the Web. Major mistakes 
usually occur around referencing, 
manuscript length, and submitting the 
manuscript correctly. 



Advice to Get Published 

 One of the major 
problems encountered 
by authors is their 
English skills and lack of 
standard formatting.  

 So, always work with a 
professional editor or a 
co-author who is an 
experienced published 
author with native 
language skills. 



Common Errors in Manuscript 
Submissions 

 Poorly written (English language) 

 Do not follow guidelines 

 Poorly and incorrectly formatted (i.e., use of 

space bar rather than tab key) 

 Not organized to help the reader 

 Lack of appropriate or any headings 

 No theoretical framework 



Common Errors in Manuscript 
Submissions 

 Lack of an abstract 

 Lack of a problem statement or research 

question 

 Findings not associated with research 

questions 

 Conclusions not associated with findings 



Common Errors in Manuscript 
Submissions 

 Recommendations not associated with 

conclusions. 

 Plagiarism 

 Inaccurate references 

 Incomplete references 

 Missing references 

 Extraneous references 



Common Errors in Manuscript 
Submissions 

 Content not appropriate for the journal 

 Incomplete description of methods 

 Inappropriate methodology for research 

question 

 Inappropriate analysis for data collected 

 Tables not easily understood 



Choosing the “Right” Journal for 
Your Paper 

 NEVER submit a 

manuscript without 

reviewing several issues 

of the journal to 

determine 

appropriateness. 

 Match the content of your 

manuscript with what is 

most often published in 

the target journal. 









Choosing the “Right” Journal for 
Your Paper 

 Determine the purpose of 

your submission. If you 

want to aim high, expect 

more rejections, a much 

longer review timeline, 

less help from 

reviewers/editors, and 

longer time to production. 



Choosing the “Right” 
Journal for Your Paper 

 NEVER, EVER submit a manuscript to two or 

more journals at the same time. It is 

appropriate to submit to another journal after 

a rejection. 

 

 If your research is country specific, decide 

where there is the greatest interest. A paper 

on Malaysia might have the greatest impact 

in a Malaysian or Asian journal.. 



Conferences 

 Consider publishing your paper first in a research 

conference proceedings. 

 But be careful; some journals will not allow 

publication if the article has been published 

elsewhere, including conference proceedings. 

 Use the feedback that you receive, both formally and 

informally, to improve the paper. 

 Editors who attend the conference may invite you to 

submit to their journal if they like your paper. 



Conferences 

 

 Conference proceedings are less 
prestigious than publishing in a journal. 

 Presenting at a conference gives you 
an excuse to travel. 



What is the trick to grab the attention 
of the editors to select our article?   

 

No short cut. 

No formulas. 

 Luck of the draw 



How to motivate oneself to keep 
on producing ISI standard articles? 



Get Focused…Stay Focused 

 Decide on a BROAD research 

“umbrella” 

 Relate everything you do to a single 

overall concept 

 Don’t work on unrelated topics 



The New Academic: 
Critical Success Factors 

 Know your research, 

methodology & practice 

trends 

 Know your research domain 

(VERY well) 

 Effectively describe your 

research area 

 Change with the times 

 Be flexible 

 Work as a team player 



Be vigilant 

 Collect ideas: - notebook, post it notes 

 Transferred to ongoing files on the 

subject. Notes could be organized and 

edited into the beginning of a paper. 

 Easier to begin writing when there were 

already ideas on the page than it was 

to start from nothing.  



Do your homework 

 Pick journals like you pick stocks 

 Should have a pool of journals 

 Submit paper to a journal with a rising impact factor 

and higher acceptance rates. avoid declining journals 

with low acceptance and diminishing impact factor.  

 Could cause the journal to be removed from the SSCI 

and SCI ranking.  

 Betting your research where you have the highest 

probability for publication 

 Target your submission, not all to top journals 



Time Management 

 The dark side of 
writing. Many 
researchers 
mentioned that 
they still had 
time for family, 
but less TV, 
computer 
games, etc… 
 



Stress 
Management 

Family 

Friends 

Students 

Holidays 
 



Maintain a stock of papers under review 
constantly 

 If the acceptance rate of the top-ranking 
journals is 15%, one needs about 7 papers 
under review at all times to have one paper 
accepted per year at the targeted journals.  

 If your goal is to get 10 papers accepted in 
the first 5 years of your career, you need 
about a dozen papers under review at all 
times.  

 Half a dozen papers should be under review 
at all times for untenured authors. This does 
not mean that you should write 7 new papers 
each year.  



Creating a Supply Chain for 
Paper Publication 

 Some effective researchers use a “research 

log”: a list of papers under review and where 

each paper is in the review process. The 

purpose of a log is to:  

– know when to send a reminder to the editor  

– prevent resubmission of a rejected paper to the 

same journal and  

– avoid multiple submission of several papers to the 

same journal within a short period of time.  

 



Log 

No. Paper Title Authors Journal Date Submitted Indexed 

1 The Impact of Technological Learning on 

NPD Outcomes: The Moderating Effect of 

Project Complexity 

Joshua Ignatius, 

Jasmine Yeap and T. 

Ramayah 

Technovation 1st Revision 

September 9, 

2010 

ELSEVIER 

SSCI ISI = 2.466 

2 An Assessment Of E-Training 

Effectiveness In Multinational Companies 

In Malaysia 

T. Ramayah, Noor 

Hazlina Ahmad and 

Tan Say Hong 

Journal of Educational 

Technology & Society 

1st Revision 

October 11, 2010 

SSCI ISI = 1.067 

3 Does The Notion Of "Doing Well By Doing 

Good" Prevail Among Entrepreneurial 

Ventures In A Developing Nation? 

Noor Hazlina Ahmad 

and T. Ramayah 

Journal of Business 

Ethics 

1st Revision 

October 22, 2010 

SSCI ISI = 1.088 

4 Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 

Benefits Survey Of Indian Manufacturing 

Firms: An Empirical Analysis Of SAP 

Versus Oracle Package 

Annamalai and T. 

Ramayah 

Benchmarking: An 

International Journal 

1st Revision 

October 1, 2010 

EMERLAD 

SCOPUS 

5 Understanding Consumer Intention with 

Respect to Purchase and Use of Pirated 

Software 

T. Ramayah, 

Norazah Suki and 

Lee Sze Ern 

Information 

Management and 

Computer Security 

1st Revision 

August 31, 2010 

EMERALD 

SCOPUS 



Sense of Achievement 

 Researchers are proud of the name 
“researcher” or “writer.” They don’t say they 
should write, they just write.  

 Researcher’s motivation for writing is 
different than creative writers, rather than 
writing for enjoyment, they viewed writing as 
a tool, rather than an end. They needed it to 
communicate their findings to a larger 
audience.  

 



You’ll learn more 

from sharing 

than from 

holding. 

Share Your Resources with 

Others 



Doctorate Support Group - 
Facebook 



Persistence 

 Never Quit,  

 Keep Trying,   

 Keep Exploring, 

 Overcome Obstacles 

 There is No Finish 

Line 

 Write, submit, revise 



Thank you for listening 

•Passion 

•Perseverance 

•A little bit of Luck 


